
																																																																																																  
   Let’s Make History Together  

Dear Subscribers and Donors,                                December 2025 

As we close this year, we carry deep gratitude for the community that has stood with us—people who believe 
that art, memory, and honest history can heal and transform. Your support has helped us bring stories of the 
enslaved and their descendants into the public square, honoring the courage and civic leadership that shaped 
Newport’s Gilded Age and beyond. 

We have an extraordinary year ahead, and we need your help. On February 27th, in time for Black History 
Month, the Newport Art Museum will host the first public viewing of the George T. Downing statue maquette. 
This 18-inch bronze study honors a Gilded Age hero of Newport and will be the first public artwork in our city to 
honor a person of color. Sculptor Vinny Bagwell will speak about her creative process and the choices that bring 
Downing’s legacy to life in bronze. 

Later in the year, our Juneteenth celebration at Fort Adams will feature the flagship Amistad as a floating 
classroom. As part of Rhode Island’s 250th Semiquincentennial celebrations, the Amistad will host tours and 
programs that foster inclusive education, spark meaningful conversations, and inspire civic action.  

Why Your Gift Matters 

• Preserve history. Your support helps us research, commission, and install public works that tell the 
fuller story of Newport’s past. 

• Educate the public. Donations fund school programs, guided tours, and the Amistad’s classroom 
initiatives that reach learners of all ages. 

• Create civic change. Public art and public programs spark conversations that lead to greater 
understanding and stronger communities. 

Will you join us in preserving and creating history for future generations? Your generosity makes events 
like the Downing maquette unveiling and the Amistad Juneteenth possible. 

Suggested ways to give: 

• $50 supports educational materials for school groups. 
• $150 helps underwrite a public program or artist talk. 
• $500 funds community outreach and transportation for students. 
• $1,000+ supports major public art projects and exhibition costs. 

Every gift, large or small, moves us forward. Please make a tax-deductible contribution to Rhode Island Slave 
History Medallions (RISHM) so we can continue this vital work in 2026. 

From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for believing that art and history can change the way we see one 
another. Together we will honor the past, educate the present, and inspire the future.  

Charles Roberts, Founder and Executive Director,                Tax Free EIN Number: 84-423086 
RI Slave History Medallions  
98 Kay Street, Newport RI 02840 


