
 
December 2, 2024 

Dear [Subscriber/Donor], 

As Giving Tuesday 2024 approaches, I am proud to share the progress Rhode Island Slave History Medallions 
(RISHM) has made in the past year with supporters and donors, like you. Thanks to the generosity of those who 
care about our important work, we have been able to make significant progress toward our mission, since the 
organization’s founding in 2018. 

RISHM’s mission is to highlight the overlooked histories of Rhode Island’s free and enslaved African American and 
Indigenous communities. Through our statewide installation of interactive bronze medallions, research, public 
programs, and community partnerships, we raise awareness of Rhode Island’s significant role in American slavery, 
and its lasting legacy to this day. 

In 2024, we achieved the following milestones: 

●​ Hosted events and lectures for Black History Month (Feb. 2024). 
●​ Installed 18 additional bronze medallion markers with QR codes at historic sites statewide. 
●​ For the second year, served as presenting sponsor and host for Newport Juneteenth in historic 

Washington Square, featuring Black and Indigenous artists, state and local dignitaries, and storytellers. 
●​ Launched the highly successful Newport Black History Walking Tours. 
●​ Unveiled an upgraded website and digital archive at www.rishm.org, which offers narratives of each 

historic site and commemorates enslaved individuals. 
●​ Expanded our leadership team to strengthen programming and marketing efforts. 
●​ Secured approval for a statue of George T. Downing, a 19th-century Black entrepreneur and abolitionist. 

Once approved by Newport’s City Council, it will be Newport’s first statue of a person of color. 
●​ Announced plans for a Newport Black History Cultural Center, which will serve as a hub for community 

engagement, youth education & training, office space, and events. 

To continue this vital work, we rely on the generosity of donors. Specifically we are asking our friends for financial 
support to help erect the George T. Downing statue within the next two years. If you are able, please consider 
making a tax-deductible donation via our website or by mailing a check to RI Slave History Medallions, ℅ 98 
Kay Street, Newport, RI 02840. 

Thank you for your continued support of our mission as we prepare to enter an important new chapter in 2025. 

Sincerely, 

Charles L . Roberts 

Charles L. Roberts, Founder & Executive Director  
Rhode Island Slave History Medallions, www.rishm.org  
TIN #84-423096 
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